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Step-By-Step MRF Download Instructions

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of lllinois generates in-network and out-of-network machine-
readable files for all plans BCBSIL administers. These files may be complex for individuals, as
they are intended to be processed by a machine without human intervention.

The instructions below provide a step-by-step guide to downloading and opening the files.

1) Click on the download button next to the Table of Contents ‘index’. This will launch a
pop-up window.

2) Click “download” on the pop-up window to start the file download. Once a file is
downloaded and opened, the Table of Contents will show as the sample below:

{"reporting_entity_name":"Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois","reporting entity type":"third-party administrator™,"reporting structure”:[{"reporting plans":[{"plan_name":"@15597
work file 1 of 287,"location™:"https://bcbsil.mrfpve.bcbs.com/2022-05_048_B5(0_in-network-rates_1_of_28.json.gz?8Expires«166021793085ignature=QkdKk2anXXPrdTwpMZZTIfhr7FscowSC5eul TZvi
ey-Pair-Id=K81ZJ0AT7CAEL"},{"description”:"AR True Blue PPO in-network file","location™:"https://bcbsil.mrfpve.bcbs.com/2022-05_820_0210_in-network-rates.json.gz?&Expires=1660217930&
hI1F202k9SvOellizY]1YNe~Ay 7dFG1 THWAGK UGS FgDZ1RuTxPhI IMIYE23aKYCnehuntaRuf d2RFm3rHpK~iw_ &Key-Pair-Id=-K81ZBAT7CAEL"},{"description”: “CA BlueCross PPO in-network file 6 of 28°,"location
qGBFGFSpTeFHnpzxSFLiV~q~5pp7RARACUv~yvHBCB3XCyc INVIn2BVOS J8d1L0sRoghtY FevBgpQu-krAXVEHaT7cH8Z tyk FAEd2SErhvxnXig ZaRCcAEG] rqunZzYVoUsMOOUYPE Z4pooct - 9EQI1XcIcKncRNEMPKUC 1 8DKwIhPHpk JipV
AmbA~iZhviHaSPF3Hem6eFI76550~1XjSOUFxP3gR1P - oR f 7WZ 4edul3V~pV7uMlRyqD2E4WkLebE7~RfENxIBu70m3Acl85 5] LeHPO0uA3 JeoZe2NZS7cAgNzYDCAHIRI I IZrFTusXDYL EWuFdPS IXa1GpCeQ2vem@2z~hrw2RUcDx5Kc 2KHy
rk-rates_18_of_28.json.gz&Expires=166@21793085ignature=112aKT1d1orv1AL 2nPLDZIMI FMQc tadF esReLFQNTBHMBuNY 710U CVinzNTD3gPOs 1xsaYIpaPyyr] iKSPCF IntZEwuGXr 3L rx] 1{MANUZF rRSAAVAVYENFmDbuSp
ocation”:"https://bcbsil.mrfpve.bcbs.com/2022-85_040_05(0_in-network-rates_19_of_28.json.gz?8Expires~166021793085ignature=~TiYOQYT5BEg2g097 shwBy~dQRVEEKCPYZSBDk101ZVNOBAOTCAPCRIWNEL -k
GL4xgMKabailwA__BKey-Pair-Id=K81ZJOAT7CAEL™},{"description”:"CA BlueCross PPO in-network file 24 of 28","location”:"https://bcbsil.mrfpve.bcbs.com/2022-95_048_B5C@_in-network-rates_2
pocrICq8kD-Qgm2SRjaNeqT Wu2cEQaM3p2r TnEqplBBHIE | FOKI  -kalVS 7EDy SEGumXNroHKy 2RdpGIXMvhsQ &Key-Pain-Id=K812JGAT7CAEL"),{"description”:"DC MD VA Select Preferred Provider i
3h-XI8mvtIwHANCgS]51QmSEB UGG 20p2Hor UFGURMRMANE CvdXacX cU3v0z FBsQ~cQdxKrUCY syVU~BApwTovYMzWbCWfmd cKpsCHNz tp6ekV3mp 3IMHFh IPrZtGLIt2nPngpnYqUdy1Q0zYsDZHqoi MHIIK - rPgMFmIxvgh - bbP2y L ZnSA~Fk
cr6fNIYFOSo-Wosg5tBe36duiIrtYVytMoRt EdXIVFxTEUNBNIVEKDWKBKgS5257~L 2Y - gqauMQYAHYdE aDak - MBHV iy 82k 3extX6vX tokWvaMQRvpHULAtuXHmjBuFW - ucHCRBCYNS i8dagPEKCammBge9w3xA%y jFofel1Qed] FXPdB~PusP

3) These files are in native JSON format as one line of information. You may need to open
the file using a formatting tool (such as Notepad++) or upload to a JSON beautifier tool
on the internet to read the structure of the file.
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4) You may be able to view the specific MRF links more easily by using a JSON beautifier
tool. Depending on the application used to open the Table of Contents, you may need to
copy and paste the MRF links into your browser. Due to file size, these files are
compressed using a .gzip format. You may need a tool to unzip or open the files.

Note: If the group plan is part of a national network, you may see links from states other
than your own.

5) Click on the MRF links to download the files. These files may be large and download
times may be significant. MRFs are prepared in compliance with Centers for Medicare



and Medicaid Services (CMS) guidelines. Special software or tools may be needed to
open or more easily read file contents. MRFs are not intended for use by a member for
cost-estimation. BCBSIL members can log in to Blue Access for MembersSM to access
our Cost Estimator tool.
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